
Hartest Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Boxted & 
Hartest Institute on Wednesday 3 April 2019 at 7pm. 

 
Present: Cllrs Chris Browning (Chair), Neil Chappell, Will Luttman-

Johnson, Jo Pask and Nick Price  

In Attendance:       Co Cllr Richard Kemp, Dist Cllr James Long, Parish Clerk 
   and Dist Cllr M Holt 
     
  ACTION 

18/156 Apologies for Absence:  Cllrs D Burr and S Welfare 

 

 

18/157 Approval of Minutes of Meeting held on 6 March 2019:  These were 

approved and signed.   

 

 

 

18/158 Matters Arising:  None 

 

 

18/159 Declarations of Interest:  None 

 

 

18/160 
 

Public Forum:  Michael Holt introduced himself as the new District 

Councillor for the Glemsford and Stanstead Wards.  

 

18/161 County Councillor’s Report:  Cllr Kemp’s April report had been 

circulated.  Cllr Kemp drew particular attention to the following 

issues pertaining to the budget, which was approved on  

14 February; 

 Increase in Council Tax of 3.99% 

 Decision to remove all grant funding from CAB phased over 2 

years, with a 50% reduction in the 2019/20 budget (£0.184m). 

 Reduced funding on Housing Related Support (£0.45m), 

supporting those at risk of homelessness. 

 Reduced funding for sponsored bus services (£0.34m) and 

cessation of provision of roadside bus timetables (£0.1m) 

 Reduction in highways maintenance (including no road sign 

cleaning (£0.1m) and maintaining only mandatory road markings 

(£0.075m) and less frequent weed treatments in rural areas 

(£0.055m) 

 Staffing reductions across all directorates (£2.968m). 

 Clinical Commissioning Groups have agreed to provide CAB with 

£184k this year (making up the 50% cut by SCC in 2019/20 – but 

only for 2019/20. 

 SCC budget overspend for 2018/19 is now likely to be £5.9m 

(rather than £7.5m previously predicted) (representing 1.2% of 

net budget). 

 Respublica’s study into housing growth in Suffolk cost £66k and 

failed to discuss issues in any great depth. 

 SCC, in partnership with WSC, ESC, BDC and MSDC, have 

secured £1.725m in extra funding for business broadband roll out 

from DEFRA. 

Please refer to Cllr Kemp’s full report (attached). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18/162 District Councillor’s Report:  Dist Cllr Long confirmed that BDC is not 

planning to review the Hartest Conservation Area.  Planning 

permission has been granted to convert BDC’s original offices in 

Hadleigh to 20 x 1 bed, 19 x 2 bed, 8 x 3 bed and 1 x 4 bed 

apartments plus 3 x 3 bed and 2 x 4 bed houses.  BDC is to become 

one of the country’s first local authorities to sign up to Unison’s ‘End 

Violence at Work Charter’.   

Population statistics in BDC area: 2018–91k & 2036 forecast: 98.3k 

Age Profile:  Over 65:  BDC 2018:  26.2%, England:  18.2% 

2036 forecast:  34.6% 

 



Age Profile:  Over 90:  BDC 2018:  1.4%, England:  0.9%.  

2036 forecast:  3% 

Cllr Long added that, after 20 years as District Councillor for the 

Chadacre Ward, he would not be standing for election in May 2019. 

He expressed his sincere thanks to the PC, and the residents of 

Hartest, for all their help and support over this time; it has been a 

great privilege, and honour, to have been your Babergh 

representative. 
 

18/163 

 

Finance & Administration   

a. Bank Balances as at 31.3.19:  Current:  £2,813.95, Deposit: 

    £25,082.50, Total:  £27,896.45.  It was agreed that £10k be  

    Transferred from the deposit to the current account and the 

    appropriate authorisation was signed.  

b.  Receipts:  11.2.19:  £50.00:  Memorial:  Mr C Laflin 

c.  Bank Reconciliation as at 29.3.19: To be issued upon receipt of 

statement. 

c.  Payments 

     BDC:  Litter & Dog Bin Emptying 2018/19:  £74.11 (Chq 100343) 

     Miss J Pask:  1 x Black Ink Cartridge:  £19.50 (100344) 

     SALC:  6 months’ payroll service:  £21.60) £272.97 (100345) 

     SALC:  Subscription 2019/20:      £251.37) 

     Clerk:  ‘Contact’ Annual Subscription:  £8.00 (100346) 

     The above were approved for payment.  

d.   Notice Board Quotations:  Carried over to next meeting. 

e.  Request for use of Green: 

     20 July:  Pre-School Party on Green (on occasion of its 20th      

 birthday).  This was agreed. 
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18/164 Planning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(a)   Decisions Received:  Permission Refused: 

       DC/19/00911: 4 Green View: Installation of larger dormer     

       windows 

       Permission Granted: 

       DC/19/00583/4:  Fosters, Shimpling Road: Conversion of office  

       to dwelling (renewal of consent for B/15/00026) 

(b)   Withdrawn applications: None 

(c)   New planning applications: 

       DC/19/01173: The Crown Inn, The Green:  Notification of  

       Works to Trees in a Conservation Area - Fell 1 no. Aesculus  

       Hippocastanum to ground level.  Report from John Kemp  

       circulated 17.3.19. 

       DC/19/01553: The Old Exchange, Lawshall Road:  Erection of a  

       single storey outbuilding following demolition of the existing    

       structure.  

       DC/19/01559: Brook House, The Green:  Erection of a  

       greenhouse and summerhouse. 

       DC/19/01624: Erection of a first floor extension with insertion  

       of dormers to front and  rear of property (amended scheme  

       previously approved under DC/18/04717).  

       Members agreed to support the above proposals. 

(d)   Neighbourhood Plan:  Cllr Price reported on an informal meeting 

   of the NPWP held yesterday (2 April) when there was an open  

   discussion re Ian Poole’s quotation to bring the Plan up to date.      

   It was agreed that the NPWP would review the potential new  

   housing requirement in Hartest with BDC to extend statutory 

   feedback – an information gathering exercise re parameters.  It 

        is hoped to have a meeting with BDC within the next six weeks. 

 (e)   Other Planning Matters: 

        Appeals:  None 

        The Paddocks:  Nothing to report. 

        Affordable Housing:  Ms L Ling now attending PC Meeting on 
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        3 July 2019. 

        Proposed sale of Garage on the Green:  It was agreed that a  

        recorded deliver letter would be sent to the estate agent 

        advising that the PC would look favourably on a viable    

        community based scheme and that you (and potential clients)  

        might consider such a use.       

        Mayfield, Brockley Road:  The builder had been asked to place 

        appropriate signage to avoid the resident of 1 Brockley Road  

        being disturbed by delivery vehicles etc.  It is understood that  

        the building had now been sold.   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18/165 Green, Cemetery and Churchyard 

The Green:  Cllr Pask advised that the PC would continue with the 

wildflower section near the Church. 

Ditch:  It was agreed to contact David Burr to establish whether he 

was still willing to assist in this connection. 

Cemetery:  The Parish Clerk had contacted the Ratings Officer, who 

confirmed that no charge will be made until BDC is notified of use of 

the new section.  Mr Michael Feather had kindly produced a wooden 

template for use by gravediggers in the new section.  Cllr Pask is to 

discuss with the grounds maintenance contractor the best location to 

commence use of the new plots.  Cllr Pask reminded Members that, 

unless we are able to contact the relatives of the deceased (where 

their memorials are unsafe), the headstones would have to remain 

flat on the ground. 

Parking on the Green:  SCC had advised that this would be a matter 

for the Police.  (Post Meeting, use of an appropriate notice drawn up 

by the PC and placed on offending vehicles is to be considered.  The 

School has kindly agreed to write to their pupils’ families asking 

them to desist from this practice.) 

Road by the Stone:  It was agreed to leave matters as currently. 

Churchyard:  Action had been taken as per email exchange with 

Members. 
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18/166 Highways & Footpaths    

Track across Green:  Action awaited by SCC. 

Somerton Road:  Cllr Chappell advised that this item can now be 

deleted as work had been carried out by the landowner, which 

should improve the situation; a letter of thanks is to be sent. 

Melford Road:  Post Meeting a response from SCC had been 

circulated advising that, due to budget cuts, verge hazard marker 

posts in this location were not considered a priority; the PC could 

seek to obtain funding for such work, if considered appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

18/167 Correspondence:  Nothing to report.  

18/168 Matters of Report Only:  Apologies from Dist Cllr Long re next two 

meetings. 

 

18/169 Matters for Consideration at Next Meeting:  As above.  

18/170 Dates of Next Meetings:   

Wednesday 24 April:  Annual Parish Meeting 7.15 for 7.30 p.m. 

Wednesday 5 June:  PC Meeting at 7 p.m. 

in the Boxted & Hartest Institute.  

 
 

18/171 The Meeting closed at 1945 hours  

 

 

Approved at the PC Meeting held on 8 May 2019 


