
HARTEST REMEMBERS THE GREAT WAR – AND EZEKIEL SORE 

 

When the War Memorial on Hartest Green was unveiled and dedicated in 1920 there were 14 names 

engraved on it, symmetrically seven on the north side and the same on the south. The side hidden 

from the view from the main road and the Institute was empty. There are now 17 names to be seen, 

two RAF men having been added after the Second World War, and, right at the very bottom of that 

face originally designed to be blank, is Ezekiel Sore, an afterthought.  

His name was added many years after by a relative and you will also find him commemorated on a 

plaque in Gazeley Church, as well as on the memorial to the dead at Basra in Iraq.  

But how did this happen? How was it that a son of Hartest ended his life in a place better known for a 

more recent conflict?….. 

Charles and Annie Sore were millers, so people of some standing in the village, and above the level 

of agricultural labourers who made up the bulk of the rural population. In 1881 they were living in the 

Mill Cottage with Ezekiel, who was 3 at the time, and his three siblings. By 1891 the family had grown 

to a further 4 children and had now taken up residence in Cowlinge. Two months before his 20th 

birthday, in January 1896, and tired of the dullness of country life, Ezekiel headed to Thetford where 

he enlisted as a career soldier in the Norfolk Regiment. He became a drummer and so liked the life 

that in 1907 he signed up for a total of 21 years. He was never to live out his term. 

During his time with the regiment he travelled to India, South Africa, Gibraltar. He saw active service 

in the Boer War, and when the Great War broke out he landed in Mesopotamia as part of British 

Indian Army. The action in this part of the world is less talked of now, but it bears parallels to that 

other debacle in Gallipoli. Here, as in the landings in the Dardenelles, the British Army was decisively 

fought to a standstill by the Turks of the Ottoman Empire. After heading up the Tigris, Ezekiel almost 

reached Baghdad but his outfit was stopped 25 miles short and had to retreat across the sands 

towards the city of Kut, pursued by the Ottomans. They reached Kut on 3rd December 1915 and were 

surrounded in a siege from which there was no escape. The whole British-Indian force surrendered on 

29th April 1916 and around 9000 men were captured. What followed then was one of the darkest 

times for our army, perhaps this is why so little is remembered. The bedraggled and dispirited soldiers 

were forced to march hundreds to miles to prison camps. Over half died in captivity, from disease or 

maltreatment. Ezekiel as one of these 

Ezekiel Sore has no known resting place, After the war there was an inquiry which heard that he died 

of enteritis in June 1916, but exactly where or when, nobody could remember.  

(To commemorate Ezekiel, the bells of Hartest Church will ring a muffled peel at 7pm on the day of 

his death, (which the Commonwealth War Graves Commission has as 39th June 1916.)   Listen, and 

think of him.) 

Graham Manning (with help from Diana Abrey) 

(If you have any knowledge of the men commemorated on our War Memorial then I would be 

delighted to hear from you  - ge.manning@btinternet.com   01284 830702 
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