
Hartest remembers The Great War, and Charlie Clarke

Back in the days of the Great War, everyone in Hartest must have known the Clarke boys. The family
of seven, John and Maria Clarke, and their five boys, grew up in their Churchgate home on Hartest
Green. Charles was the oldest, born in 1881, and he, as a postman, must have been well known to
the inhabitants of the village. By the time of the war he was married to May, and had moved away
from his parents to their own house, on The Row.

Charlie was too old to join with the other lads of the village, which included his younger brother John.
He was enlisted at Brockley, probably a local recruitment drive, and found himself in the
Northumberland Fusiliers. His high number of 292067 was probably a result of his late call-up, and
due to his age. The 7th Battalion was originally a Territorial Battalion based at Alnwick in
Northumberland. It was not unusual for men to end up serving in a regiment far from their home. He
may have been a conscript under the Derby Scheme which in 1916 insisted upon all men aged 18-41
being in some form of military service. The Northumberland regiment eventually had a total of 52
battalions, far more than most other Regiments so it is not surprising that they did not all come from
that county.

The battalion was involved in the two most famous battles of 1917, Arras, and the 3rd battle of Ypres,
often known as Passchendaele after one of the villages where the fighting was most concentrated.

We don’t know exactly how he died, only that he died of wounds on 8th of October 1917. He is buried
in Bucquoy Road cemetery in the picturesque French village of Ficheux. This is just south of Arras,
and although the main fighting had finished some weeks earlier, it is likely that he was injured there
and succumbed to these injuries much later, in October. By this time, his unit had been moved into
the Passchendaele arena where many more men were to die in what is still remembered as one of
the bloodiest and most costly of the Great War. For the Clarkes, back in Hartest, they had lost their
second son, as John had been killed earlier the same year, in March, and May was now a widow.

Charles Clarke was 42, remember him when our village church bells ring out.

(To commemorate Charles, the bells of Hartest Church will ring a muffled peel at 7pm
on the day of his death. Listen, and think of him.)

GrahamManning

(If you have any knowledge of the men commemorated on our War Memorial then I would be
delighted to hear from you - ge.manning@btinternet.com)


