Hartest Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Institute on
Wednesday 15 January 2014 at 7pm.
Present:

Cllrs Chris Browning (Chair), Jo Pask, David Turner, Scilla Turner

In Attendance:

Co Cllr R Kemp, Mr D Loxton and Mrs P M Lamb (Parish Clerk)
ACTION

13/118

Apologies for absence: Dist Cllr James Long and PCSO 3193 Siobhan
Hemmett

13/119

Approval of Minutes: A correction was made to minute 13/112 to read
Mr Graham. The minutes of the meeting held on the 4 December were
then approved and signed.

13/120

Matters Arising: None

13/121

Dispensation Requests/Declarations of Interest: Cllr Pask re 9(e): Grant
Application – Boxted & Hartest Institute

13/122

Public Forum: Nothing to report.

13/123

13/124

Police Report for the period from 30 November 2013 to 8 January 2014.
During this time there has been 1 crime recorded within the parish, this
compares to 0 crimes for the same period last year.
BREAKDOWN OF CRIME
Burglary Dwelling
0 Reports
Burglary Other Building
0 Reports
Vehicle Crime
0 Reports
Assault/Public Order
0 Reports
Theft
1 Report
Crime No SU/14/23 Theft Other in The Row between 3-4.1.14. Officer in
the case PS 998 Ellis (Heating oil was stolen)
Criminal Damage
0 Reports
Other
0 Reports
County Councillor’s Report:
Dear Residents, Once again the march of time has been swift and here
we are again facing a New Year, with all the hopes and wishes running
parallel to all the uncertainties of a restricted economy and the impact
on Local Government Finance. As a result, one thing is certain, if things
have been tough over 2013, then 2014 will certainly be no better. Over
the year having visited on a regular basis the nine parishes of the
Melford Division, I am impressed and proud of the immense effort in
volunteering in each of the Parishes.
Just to remind you all I still have a small amount left in my Locality
Budget that has to be spent by March 2014. The other small budget is
called a small Highways Budget and covers small works such as dropped
kerbs and highway signage.
Melford Ward: Just to remind you the ‘Ward’ covers the Parishes of
Long Melford, Glemsford, Boxted, Stanstead, Somerton, Hartest,
Lawshall, Shimpling and Alpheton. There are approximately 7,600
voters and a population circa 10,000 residents. If you wish to contact
me with any queries my telephone numbers are; 01787 377861
(office), 01787 378149 (home), or email richard.kemp@suffolk.gov.uk
To you all a peaceful, prosperous and joyous New Year!
Make a fresh start this New Year – and check your Smoke Alarms!
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Have you made your New Year Resolution? Why not make that promise
to check your Smoke Alarm(s) and make sure they are working
correctly!
January is the time for a fresh start and Suffolk Fire and Rescue is
encouraging everyone to make sure they have enough working smoke
alarms in their homes. This will only take a few seconds and it will save
lives.Many homes are now fitted with smoke alarms but many people
are unaware that they have a lifespan and the battery needs to be
replaced every 10 years. Smoke alarms should be on ceilings not on
walls or other vertical surfaces as this could delay the alert of a fire due
to the smoke having to fill the room before detection by the alarm.
Everyone should make sure that their alarms are regularly tested and
up to the job of detecting a fire in the early stages. A working alarm can
give someone those extra few seconds needed to escape in a fire. For
people who live in a multi-storey home or a larger property, a single
smoke alarm is simply not enough. Make sure there is one on every
level.
Last year, there were 11 house fires where there were no batteries or
defective batteries in the smoke alarm and 19 where the alarm was not
close enough to detect the fire - at each of these incidents the
consequences could have been devastating. Cllr Colin Spence, SCC’s
cabinet member for public protection, said:
“A smoke alarm can offer vital protection for you and your loved ones,
but most people simply fit and forget. They don’t know if it’s coming to
the end of its lifespan or not working at all. For most of us, there is
nothing more important than keeping our loved ones safe and secure.
So if your alarm is getting past its best or your top floor is missing an
alarm of its own, make it your New Year’s resolution to fit new ones,
test them on the first of every month and protect your loved ones in
2014. “
Top tips for keeping your smoking alarm in working order:
Test your smoke alarm by pushing the button on the first of every
month;
Check the packaging for your smoke alarm to make sure it’s still
up to date;
• Make sure there is at least one smoke alarm on every level of
your home;
• Fit smoke alarms on the landings and hallways and near rooms
which have an electrical appliance or heat source, e.g heaters
and cooking appliances
• Where an alarm is fitted close to a cooking appliance ensure it is
of the correct type to prevent false alarms
• Take a moment to check on your loved ones and elderly
neighbours who may need help to ensure they’re fully protected
Make a Resolution to Adopt in 2014
With 30 children in Suffolk looking for a permanent adoptive family, SCC
is urging people interested in adopting to come forward.
There is a desperate need for more people to come forward to provide
'forever families' and it is hoped that this new year push will help
inspire those wanting to make a difference and adopt a child in need in
Suffolk. SCC is particularly looking for families for sibling groups, older
children and children with disabilities. Applications are welcomed from
all sectors of the community.
Cllr Lisa Chambers, Cabinet member for children and young people,
said:
“Many people think that they wouldn’t be allowed to adopt a child but
often this isn’t the case. So please, don’t think we’ll turn you down
because of your age, relationship status, sexual orientation or even if
you don’t own your own home. What we really need are people who
can offer a child or sibling group a loving and supportive family for life.
Those who can help a child recover from the reasons they came in to
•
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care and help them go on to thrive in a new family. Initially, we are
simply asking people to come forward and find out more about
adoption. If you think you might have what it takes, please pick up the
phone today”.
There are an estimated 4,000 children across the UK needing adoption
every year, many of whom will have suffered trauma in their short
lives. Alan Wood, deputy chief executive of British Association for
Adoption and Fostering, said:
“Every child has the right to live in a safe; loving; happy home. For
those children who are unable to live within their Birth Family adoption
is one of the best ways to ensure this happens. There is no doubt that
adoption is a life changing process for all concerned, and that there are
children right now who need permanent homes to grow up in.”
Anyone interested in finding out more about adoption can call Suffolk
Adoption Agency on 01473 265595 or visit www.suffolk.gov.uk/careand-support/fostering-and-adoption/adoption
Primary School Place Application Deadline Looms
Parents and Carers who need to apply for a full-time place for their child
at their preferred primary school for the year 2014/15 have until 15
January 2014.
Anyone with children born between 1 September 2009 and 31 August
2010 can apply for up to three schools either online (which is
recommended) or using the paper application form. An application
must be made, even if the child already has a place in a nursery class,
pre-school or children’s centre. Any applications received after the
deadline will be considered after all the other applications have been
processed. This could mean there are no places left at a preferred or
nearby school. Last year, Suffolk County Council received over 800 late
applications for primary school places. Councillor Lisa Chambers,
Suffolk County Council’s cabinet member for education, skills and young
people, said:
“Choosing the right primary school for your child is one of the most
important decisions a parent or carer has to make. That is why we
hope that by now, people will have considered the schools that they
would like to apply for places in and visited them. That gives them the
information they need to make informed choices about their child’s
future. If not, please make this a New Year priority as time is running
out. It is important that parents and carers use the opportunity to
apply for up to three schools, in order of preference, so that we can
best match their preferences within the application rules. Suffolk has a
good track record of offering places at preferred schools but we really
do need to know about all preferences in order to continue this. I’d
urge anyone with questions to contact the County Council as soon as
possible”.
In 2013, more of Suffolk’s four and five year olds received offers for a
place at their preferred primary school than in the previous year.
Suffolk County Council received 7489 applications from parents
outlining which school they would prefer their children to be educated
at from September 2013. Of those, 92% of applicants received offers
for their first preference and 98% of applicants receiving an offer from
one of their three preferences. In the same year, 99% of pupils
moving to a junior school and 94% of pupils moving to a middle school
went to their first preference place. There was also an increase in the
number of people choosing to submit an application online, with 68% of
applications made over the internet. In 2012, the figure was 53%.
Any parents or carers who have not yet applied for a school place
should apply online or download an application form at:
www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissionstoschools or contact SCC immediately
on 0845 6000981.
Businesses urged to heed changes to Waste Regulations
Businesses across Suffolk could be faced with a fine of up to £5,000 if
they do not register as a waste carrier, broker or dealer from January
Minutes of Meeting 15.1.14

3

2014.
Businesses, which normally transport their own waste, must register as
a lower-tier waste carrier to comply with recent changes to the England
and Wales Waste Regulations. Registering costs nothing and lasts
indefinitely. Businesses will not have to renew their registration unless
their situation changes.
For more information on how to register, visit: www.gov.uk/wastecarrier-or-broker-registration
If you do not register, and you are found to be transporting business
waste, you could be liable for a fixed penalty fine of £300, or
prosecution and a fine of up to £5,000.
Cllr Andrew Nunn, chairman of the Suffolk Waste Partnership, said:
“The waste carrier regulations are an important tool in the fight against
fly-tipping, helping to ensure that waste is only transported by
authorised carriers, to ensure that all waste is properly accounted for
and ends up disposed of in an environmentally friendly way. We don’t
wish to see any businesses in Suffolk falling foul of the changes to the
regulations inadvertently or otherwise. We hope that Suffolk
businesses, the vast majority of which are environmentally responsible,
will now be aware of these changes to the law that affect them, and
would urge all businesses to check that they comply with the changes”.
Officers of the Environment Agency and SCC are authorised to carry out
checks and may do so at any time. It is therefore most important that
all businesses check that they comply with these changes. All
businesses must continue to complete ‘Waste Transfer Notes’ every time
they collect, pass on, or dispose of any non-hazardous waste from their
business, and keep these for a period of two years. Householders do not
have to register as waste carriers in order to transport their own
household waste to a Household Waste Recycling Centre or local
recycling site and are therefore not affected by the new change.
Householders still have a Duty of Care to ensure that waste is disposed
of responsibly by carrying out reasonable checks whenever arranging
for someone else to take waste away for them; failure to do so can
result in a fine of up to £5,000.
13/125

District Councillor’s Report: No report available.

13/126

Planning:
(a) Decisions received: None
(b) Withdrawn applications: B13/01283/FUL: Westcroft, Somerton
Road, Hartest: Erection of 1 no detached two storey dwelling
(c) New planning applications:
(d) New planning applications received since the date of this
notice: None
(e) Tree Preservation Order/Tree Conservation Area Application: None
(f)
Appeals: None
(g) Other Planning Matters
Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr S Turner reported that the next
meeting is to be held tomorrow. Terms of Reference/Statement
of Intent are to be drawn up along the line of examples provided.
Ralph Carpenter is to complete the relevant application. It will
then be emailed to Cllr Browning for his approval as Chair of the
PC. It was noted that there will be a local referendum once the
final draft has been submitted.
Social Housing – Banham’s Yard: Christine Thurlow of BDC is to
be asked to attend the next PC meeting to provide an update on
this matter.

13/127

CB

Clerk

Finance & Administration:
(a)
Parish Council Vacancies: Cllr Browning advised that, since the
last meeting, the resignation of Cllr Warren-Thomas had been
received citing the reason being her anticipated periods of
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(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

13/128

13/129

absence from the village. This was noted, with disappointment,
and, on behalf of the Parish Council, Cllr Browning wished to
extend our thanks for her contribution to the PC.
A letter of application, to join the Parish Council, had been
received from Mr David Loxton (a former Councillor).
Cllr Browning thanked Mr Loxton for his interest and, following
Members’ consideration, invited him to join Members (after
signing a Declaration of Acceptance of Office). With the
appointment of Cllr Loxton this evening, two vacancies remain.
Receipts: None
Payments: The following items were approved for payment:
Hartest Institute: Hall Hire 2.10.13: £20.00
Clerk’s Salary: 1 October – 30 December 2013: £771.96
Post Office Ltd (for HMRC): £171.00
Grant Applications: Following last month’s agreement to provide
a grant of £400 towards Interactive Learning Diaries for Hartest
Pre-School, it had been confirmed by the School that they are
intending to purchase these this month; a cheque in this sum was
drawn up.
Further details had been provided by the Institute following last
month’s initial discussions. It was agreed that the Institute would
be offered a grant of £500 towards one of the projects they wished
to pursue first providing that this is match funded through their
own fundraising.
Budgets and Precept 2015/16: Following last month’s initial
budget and precept discussions, it was agreed that a precept
request reflecting a 2% increase on last year’s would be
submitted. (Post meeting four different calculations were received
from BDC and circulated.)
A corrected finance spreadsheet is to be issued.
s106 Monies: The recent email from Tom Barker is to be
circulated to Members and Richard Kemp, who promised to pursue
the matter further.

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Green, Cemetery and Churchyard
(a)
Cemetery
Environmental Management: Cllr D Turner advised that he would
like to arrange another cut of the wild flower area and to plant
along one side of the iron railings (if and when funding permits).
Remaining (Main) Cemetery Plots: The current cemetery map
was passed to Cllr Pask, who is to get it copied by the Records
Office. There are still a number of plots available.
Layout of Cemetery Extension: Cllr Pask reported that she had
been in touch with BDC’s officer in charge of cemeteries, who may
be able to assist with sorting out the plot layout of the new
section.
Large Cypress Tree Inside Cemetery: A resident living in Hillbank
House, opposite the Cemetery, had expressed concern about the
safety of this tree. Michael Feather, our Tree Warden, had kindly
taken a look at the tree and advised that it appeared in good
condition and did not, therefore, present any hazard. Mr Feather
also spoke to the resident concerned in this regard. The Parish
Council had thanked Mr Feather for his swift response in this
regard.
(b) The Green
Ditch near The Crown PH: Following the circulation of a draft
letter to Mr K Graham re this matter, Cllr D Turner provided an
alternative, more detailed, letter, which was approved.

JP

JP

Clerk

Highways and Footpaths
(a)
Traffic Management
Hartest Hill and Bridge: Co Cllr Kemp advised that some of his
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locality funding has been provided to carry out this work.
Footpaths/Highways:
FP 16: Cllr Pask reported that she has taken photographs of the
recently installed barrier at the bottom of Smithbrook Lane by the
river. It was agreed that enquiries would be made as to who had
dealt with this and why the PC had not been consulted.
(c) Byway-Smithbrook Lane: Cllr Pask also reported that 9 x 4x4
vehicles, and motorcycles had been seen using this in the recent
very wet weather at one time on a Sunday morning. A request
will be made to SCC to consider an appropriate permanent Traffic
Restriction Order to prevent such use (whilst still permitting use
by agricultural vehicles). (Such an Order was placed on Darney
Lane a few years ago.)
(d) Circular Walk (FPs 12 and 16): Cllr S Turner advised that
vegetation has been ripped away from part of this walk and the
area smoothed off on the footpath, which makes it dangerous to
use. If a walker slipped down the slope on the adjacent area,
they would never be able to get out and could lay there for hours;
it is filled with water and presents a safety hazard.
(e) The Row: Suggested amendments to the draft letter are to be
incorporated.
(f) Potholes: It was noted that there are a number of potholes in
Lawshall Road and Pilgrims Walk in need of repair.
(b)

13/130

Correspondence: None

13/131

Matters of report only: Cllr Loxton kindly offered to resume
responsibility for planning matters, and, to this end, is to obtain
archives from David Burr.

13/132

Matters for consideration at the next meeting: None

13/133

The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Date of next Meeting:
Wednesday 5 February at 7 p.m. in the Institute

Approved at the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 5 February 2014
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